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Summary  

The author reports WAHO’S goals and all the meetings organized by WAHO for harmonization of 
fellowship training programs in medicine and surgery. The duration adopted by consensus was 5 years for 
training in surgery. 
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Résumé  
L’auteur rapporte les objectifs de l’organisation Ouest-Africaine de la Santé (OOAS) et les différentes 
réunions relatives à l’harmonisation des programmes de formation dans les spécialités médicales et 
chirurgicales. La durée de formation admise par consensus en chirurgie est de 5 ans. 
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COMMUNICATION 
 
West African Health Organization (WAHO) 
Members represent 15 countries (Figure 1); 
WAHO is a fusion of 2 previous Institutions for 
Health in West-Africa : OCCGE and 
WAHC.WAHO is also approved by ECOWACS 
Council of Ministers of Health. 
The Goal of WAHO is to mobilize adequate 
resources to improve health indices and 
achieve better control of major diseases 
through:  

1) Coordination and harmonization 
2) Capacity building and  
3) Research and information management 
Fields Training Program is one of the priorities 
of WAHO Strategic Plan; 
To Achieve the vision of establishment of an 
Uniform curriculum in several medical 
specialties, workshops have been organized in 
West-Africa; such as: 
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1) The Workshop on Harmonization in Pathology 
in Dermatology, ORL, Dental Surgery, Radiology. 
(Dakar, May 10th – 12th  2006)  
2) The Workshop for Biology. (Bobo Dioulasso, 
May 9th – 11th 2007) 
3) The Meeting on Equivalences of Diplomas and 
Qualifications in ECOWACS Zone (Lagos, 
September 7th – 9th 2007) 
4) Workshop on Harmonization  of the curricula 
in:  
a) Surgery, Internal Medicine, Gynecology and 
Obstetrics. (Bamako, September 5th – 7th 2005)  
b) Anesthesiology, Ophthalmology, Psychiatry 
and Public Health (Ouagadougou, March 9th – 
11th 2006) 
5) Meeting for Training Program in Medecine in 
ECOWACS Francophone areas (Bobo 
Dioulasso, April 7th –  9th 2008) 
6) A Session for Consensus with African council 
for High Education (CAMES) in ECOWACS 
Francophone Areas (Ouagadougou, October 
20th 200 

In Francophone Zone a consensus in the 
duration of the fellowship has been accepted: 4 
years for all the specialties exepted 5 years for 
surgery; An uniq Teaching Program in each 
specialty has been also adopted among all 
francophone ECOWACS countries. 
In future, WAHO will act for an extension of the 
Harmonization Process to all the specialties in 
Surgery and in Medicine and also WAHO will 
work for a closer partnership with all the Colleges 
and Professional Associations or Societies in 
West-Africa.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix I : Prof A. Diallo’s Power-Point 
presentation during Conakry meeting 2009 
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 APPENDIX II : PHOTOGRAPHIES DE LA REUNION DE CONAKRY 2009 / 

       CONAKRY 2009 MEETING’S PHOTOGRAPHS 

 

 

 
 

  
 

Right to Left : Prof A. Diallo and Prof. Fru Angwafor III 
 


